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El Dorado Golf & Beach Club 
Custom homes and a Jack Nicklaus-designed course on the Sea of Cortes. 

T H E G O L F C O U R S E at Los Cabos ' 

5 2 0 - a c r e El D o r a d o G o l f & 

B e a c h C l u b i s a t o u g h ac t 

to follow. In 1999, t he p r o m i n e n t 

Sanchez-Navarro family, whose diverse 

ho l d ings inc lude a s take in G r u p o 

Q u e s t r o , a l ead ing real estate deve l 

o p m e n t firm, hired Jack Nicklaus to 

design a publ ic course . In 2 0 0 4 , the 

D i scove ry Land C o . o f Sco t t sda le , 

Ariz., partnered with the family to take 

the 72-par links private and develop a 

small , exclusive resident ial c o m m u 

nity nearby. Nicklaus himself redesigned 

the course, mov ing four of t he n i n e 

El Dorado Golf & Beach Club 
The Cliffs at Keowee Springs 

Palazzo Tornabuoni 
The Residential Suites at the 

Ritz-Carlton, Kapalua 

holes tha t w e r e s i tuated a long the 

beach to make way for 84 homesites. 

These sites, upon which buyers wil l 

bu i l d c u s t o m h o m e s , r ange in size 

from one - th i rd of an acre to a full acre, 

and cost be tween $8 mil l ion and $13 

mil l ion each. T h e developers recently 

completed some of the 120 villas and 

casitas ( b e g i n n i n g at $2 mil l ion) that 

t h e y p l an t o b u i l d o n t h e p r o p e r t y . 

H o m e o w n e r s pay a $125,000 init ia

t ion fee for o n e of the 350 m e m b e r 

ships in the res iden t s -on ly golf and 

beach club. 

As well as luxury real estate and a chal

lenging golf course, El Dorado offers a 

sublime, intimate setting that provides a 

welcome break from crowded resorts. 

"Here , with more than a mile of coast

line on the Sea of Cortes , we embrace 

the ocean and try to get people involved 

in it," says Discovery Land's founder, 

M i k e M e l d m a n . To tha t end , a full 

concierge staff will help homeowner s 
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plan such activities as parasailing, surf

ing, and boating expeditions to nearby 

islands. For those w h o prefer leisure to 

adventure, a 6,500-square-foot spa, a 

small theater, an oceanfront beach club 

with gourmet dining, and s w i m m i n g 

pools all await. — J E S S I C A TAYLOR 

El Dorado Golf & Beach Club, 866.513. 

4434, www.eldoradogolfandbeachclub.com 

NE S T L E D O N T H E eas te rn shore 

o f Lake K e o w e e in t h e B lue 

R i d g e M o u n t a i n s o f S o u t h 

Caro l ina is the Cliffs at Keowee Springs 
(866.435.5127, www.cliffscommunities 

.com), a vaca t ion -p roper ty deve lop

ment with an unusual value proposition: 

M e m b e r s h i p includes a c o m m i t m e n t 

to the wellness of all members . 

H e r e , no t far f rom C l e m s o n U n i 

versity, Lake Res idences (from $1.5 

million to $5 million) punctuate 1,600 

wooded acres, their native-stone facades 

and slate roofs blending tastefully into 

the hilly terrain. H o m e interiors feature 

w ide -p l ank , hand-sc raped oak f loor 

ing and floor-to-ceil ing windows that 

frame dramat ic vistas of the lake and 

s u r r o u n d i n g m o u n t a i n s . E n o r m o u s 

ve randas l i nk in t e r io r s w i t h sylvan 

grounds and the forests beyond. 

O t h e r res ident ia l o p t i o n s i n c l u d e 

Lodge Cottages (priced from $1.5 mil

l ion to $1.8 mi l l ion) and golf condos 

(from $610,000), which are situated on 

a T o m Fazio—designed course, sched

uled to open in August . 

Beyond golf, the Cliffs at K e o w e e 

Springs offers spor t ing oppor tun i t i e s 

on the lake and miles of h i k i n g and 

bridle paths. In late 2009 or early 2010, 

the K e o w e e Springs Lodge and Spa, 

said to be the first luxury family well

ness resort in the count ry , wil l open 

on-site. — M I K E N O L A N 

A l t h o u g h s p r a w l i n g b e a c h f r o n t 

homes have an undeniable appeal, c o n 

venience and hassle-free ma in tenance 

make the Residential Suites at the Ritz-
Carlton, Kapalua (866.665.9184, www 

.livingkapalua.com) a tempting alternative 

for those l o o k i n g to buy in paradise. 
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